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Standardization Administration of the People’s Republic of China released Mandatory National Standard GB 31701-2015 Safety 

Technical Code for Infants and Children Textile Products, the first mandatory national standard for infants and children textile 

products, on 26 May 2015. It standardizes the overall safety of children’s wear and will be beneficial for enterprises to raise safety 

and quality thereof thus to protect health and safety of children. The standard will be officially implemented on 1 June 2016. 

 

 

 

Due to particularity of infants and children, the standard further improves all safety requirements on infants and children textile 

products based on previous safety standards for textile. The updates of such safety requirements can be summarized as the following 

items: 

Requirements on chemical safety: limit requirements are included on 6 plasticizers and 2 heavy metals (lead and cadmium). 

Mechanical safety: 

1. Specific stipulations on cords and drawstrings used in the different areas such as neck, shoulders and waist are made (no cord is 

allowed in the neck area of clothes for infants and children that below 7 years old). 

2. Stipulations on attached components are made for certain tensile strength but no sharp points or edges. 

3. Requirement on combustibility is added. 

  

The standard divides children’s wear into two categories according to ages: textile products for infants that applicable to those no 

more than 36 months, textile products for children that applicable to those between 3 and 14 years old. 
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It also classifies children’s wear into Category A, B and C, among which Category A is the best and then follows B and C (which only 

meets basic requirements) as per different requirements on safety. Besides, infants and children textile products are required to 

comply with requirements of Category A, children textile products with direct contact to skin shall at least meet requirements of 

Category B and those without direct contact to skin shall at least meet requirements of Category C. In the meantime, safety category 

shall be indicated during the application of children’s wear and “infants products” shall be specified on textile products for infants, 

which provides a reference for consumers when choosing children’s wear. 

  

However, a two-year transition period for implementation is set up for steadiness of the market, starting from 1 June 2016 to 31 May 

2018. During the period, products that manufactured before 1 June 2016 and conforming to related standards are allowed to be sold 

on the market, while test agencies shall conduct tests according to implementation standards of enterprises. All products on the 

market shall comply with requirements of the standard after 1 June 2018. 

 

Further information 

Safety Technical Code for Infants and Children Textile Products Draft (Chinese version) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About us 

C&K Testing laboratory has built a management system according to ISO/IEC 17025 and has been keeping an effective 

operation. 

Our service can meet the inspection requirements of different markets and regions worldwide, covering various industries such 

as electronics & appliances, toys, textiles, automobiles, furniture, cosmetics, food contact materials, environmental monitoring 

and chemicals etc. 

http://www.cirs-ck.com/uploads/soft/150527/textileforchildren.pdf

